
SCRIPTURE READING 1 Corinthians 13:4

SUMMARY STATEMENT
‘Be patient with others because God is patient with you.’

1. Introduction
	 •A traditional Hebrew story

	 •Patience-the first building block of love

2. Understanding God’s patience
	 a. With His own people- eg Israel. 

‘For many years you were patient with them. By your spirit you admonished them…yet they paid 
no attention, so you handed them over  to the neighbouring peoples. But in your great mercy 
you did not put an end to them or abandon them, for you are a gracious and merciful God.’ 
Nehemiah 9:30-31

	 b. With pre-believers –eg Paul 

‘Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance;Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners-of whom I am the worst. But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, 
the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who 
would believe on him and receive eternal life.’1 Timothy 1:15-16

3. Learning to be patient
	 a. Accept that we are all created different
‘Accept each other just as Christ has accepted you.’ Romans 15:7

	 b. Remember that God is patient with you.
‘The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.’ Psalm 145:8

	 c. Learn by listening
‘He who answers before listening-that is his folly and his shame.’ Proverbs 18:13

	 d. Make allowances for each other and treat them the way you want to
	     be treated
‘Be patient with everyone.’ 1 Thessalonians 5:14

4. Conclusion
‘For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the 
patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. Now may the God of patience and 
comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus.’
Romans 15:4-5 (NKJV)




